
3.0 Response to Comments 

Venoco Ellwood Marine Terminal 
Lease Renewal Project EIR 

3-4 May 2007 
 

COMMENT SET 2:  REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD – CENTRAL 
COAST REGION 

 1 



3.0 Response to Comments 

May 2007 3-5 Venoco Ellwood Marine Terminal 
Lease Renewal Project EIR 

 1 



3.0 Response to Comments 

Venoco Ellwood Marine Terminal 
Lease Renewal Project EIR 

3-6 May 2007 
 

RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET 2:  REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL 
BOARD – CENTRAL COAST REGION 

WB-1 The discussion of petroleum toxicity on pages 4.4-12 and 4.4-13 is 1 
intended to be generic in nature and is included to illustrate that there 2 
are potential toxic impacts associated with naturally occurring seeps 3 
and accidental oil spills. It is acknowledged that there are dozens of 4 
compounds in crude oil that contribute to the overall toxicity of a spill. 5 

WB-2 The description of groundwater quality on page 4.4-17 has been 6 
modified to note its beneficial use designation, which is further 7 
discussed in the regulatory setting section on Page 4-37 of the FEIR. 8 

WB-3 The reference to the EMT not having a SWPPP has been corrected. 9 

WB-4 The EIR has been updated to reflect the most recent version of the 10 
Ocean Plan. The EIR has been modified to clarify the applicability of the 11 
Ocean Plan to discharges to the ocean and not all NPDESs (see page 12 
4-38. 13 

WB-5 This information has been clarified in the EIR on page 4-38. 14 

WB-6 While site remediation is not directly addressed in this section of the 15 
EIR, it is recognized that California Water Code section 13304 generally 16 
requires remediation of impact waters to background levels. 17 

WB-7 Impact WQ-2 clearly notes that the project could impact groundwater 18 
quality. This impact was considered a significant, Class I impact. 19 

WB-8 The statement in the EIR indicating that spill impacts could last “…from 20 
days to weeks…” is very qualitative in nature. This statement is 21 
intended to establish a relative timeline for impacts to water quality. 22 
Potential impacts to marine biological resources, for example, could 23 
persist far longer. 24 


